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The Safeguarding Team

If you have any 
concerns about a child’s 
welfare or safety, please 
speak to a member of 
our safeguarding team.

Mrs Rea
Designated Safeguarding Lead 

(DSL)

Miss McDonnell & Miss Black
Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Leads (DDSL)

Welcome to April’s edition of our Safeguarding Newsletter. 

We are excited to share some important developments within our Personal 
Development Curriculum, particularly the expansion of our Leadership 
Strand. As part of our commitment to empowering learners to shape their 
community, we are increasing opportunities for them to take on 
meaningful leadership roles that will support our whole-school 
safeguarding culture.

Alongside our established Future Leaders and Green Ambassadors, we are 
now launching a brand-new Online Safety Group. Learners will choose the 
group’s name over the coming week, ensuring they play a central role in its 
design and feel a strong sense of ownership over its development.

If your child would like to be part of this new Online Safety Team, they 
can put themselves forward by giving a short speech to their year group. 
Speeches will take place in their Home Zone Gathering after the Easter 
break, where peers will vote for representatives from each year group.

We look forward to seeing learners step confidently into these roles and 
help shape a safer, kinder and more informed online community across our 
school.

Access & Response Team (ART)
The Access and Response Team (ART) are the “front door” of children’s 

and young peoples’ services in South Glos.

Tel: 01454 866000 (office hours) 01454 615165 (out of hours/weekends)
E-mail: accessandresponse@southglos.gov.uk
Notes: Office hours are Mon - Thurs 9.00 – 5.00 and Friday 9:00-4.30

mailto:accessandresponse@southglos.gov.uk
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SP   TLIGHT ON: Domestic Abuse 
Domestic abuse is a serious safeguarding issue that can affect any family. It includes controlling, coercive, 
threatening, degrading or violent behaviour, including sexual violence, carried out by a partner, ex-partner, 
family member or carer. Children who witness domestic abuse are recognised as victims, as it can have 
long-term impacts on their wellbeing. 

Key Things to Know

Domestic abuse:

• Can happen anywhere, not only inside the home.
• Can occur through technology, including phone calls, texts, emails and social media.
• Can happen during or after a relationship, including after separation.
• Affects people of all genders and backgrounds.

Different Forms Domestic Abuse Can Take

Domestic abuse can be emotional, physical, sexual, financial or psychological. Examples 
include:

• Physical harm such as hitting, kicking or punching. 
• Sexual abuse, including rape within a relationship. 
• Financial control, such as withholding money or stopping someone from working.
• Coercive control, including telling someone where they can go or what they can wear.
• Preventing someone from leaving the house.
• Monitoring messages, emails or online activity. 
• Threatening a person, their children or their pets

Impact on Children and Young People

Living with domestic abuse can affect a child’s:
• Behaviour and emotional regulation
• Mental health and anxiety levels
• Physical health and sense of safety
• Long-term wellbeing into adulthood

Early support makes a real difference, which is why schools play such an important role.
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Useful Contacts:

North Bristol Food Bank: 0117 472 5172

Nextlink Domestic Abuse support services: Call: 0800 4700 280 Text: 0740 789 5620 or 
email: enquiries@nextlinkhousing.co.uk 

Kooth: a free, safe and anonymous online mental health and wellbeing service for children 
and young people (10-18)

YoungMinds: supporting children and young people’s mental health
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/

What Operation Encompass Means for Your Child
When the police attend a domestic abuse incident where a child is linked to the household, 
they are legally required to notify the child’s school before the next school day.

This confidential notification is sent directly to our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 
known in the system as the Key Adult, so that:
• We can offer immediate emotional support.
• Staff can take a trauma-informed approach with the child that day.
We can make appropriate adjustments to ensure the child feels safe and supported.

Information for Our South Gloucestershire Families
South Gloucestershire is also preparing to implement Operation Encompass, with local 
guidance confirming it is part of the wider regional rollout of the national programme. 
This means families living in South Glos can expect the same early-notification safeguarding 
approach to be introduced, strengthening support for children affected by domestic abuse.

Our Commitment: We Are an Operation Encompass School (Bristol)
We are proud to be part of Operation Encompass, a safeguarding partnership between 
police and education.

Where to Get Help
If you or someone you know may be experiencing domestic abuse, support is available:
National Domestic Abuse Helpline (Women’s Aid & Refuge) 0808 2000 247 (Free, 24 hours)
Provides emotional support, safety planning and referrals to emergency accommodation.

Men’s Advice Line (Respect) 0808 801 0327 Confidential support for men experiencing 
domestic abuse, including gay, bisexual, trans and non-binary men.
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