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Saféguarding Newsletter

Welcome to this month’s safequarding newsletter. February
brings several key national events that support our whole-school
commitment to wellbeing and inclusion: LGBT History Month,
Safer Internet Day, and Children’s Mental Health Week. We will
be exploring these themes throughout the term as part of our
gathering, helping learners build understanding, empathy, and
safe habits online and offline.

As it is LGBT History Month, our safeguarding spotlight focuses
on homophobic language; what it is, why it matters, and how
we can work together to challenge it and promote respectful
communication.

This month’s Family Information Sheet looks at the connection
between social media and mental health, offering guidance to
help families support healthy online behaviour.

We hope you find this edition helpful as we continue working
together to keep our community safe, supported, and
empowered.

Access & Response Team (ART)

The Access and Response Team (ART) are the “front door” of children’s
and young peoples’ services in South Glos.

Tel: 01454 866000 (office hours) 01454 615165 (out of hours/weekends)
E-mail: accessandresponse@southglos.gov.uk
Notes: Office hours are Mon - Thurs 9.00 — 5.00 and Friday 9:00-4.30
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SPGTLIGHT ON: Homophobic Language

Homophobic language refers to terms of abuse that are often directed towards LGBTQ+
individuals or those perceived to be LGBTQ+. Stonewall’s School Report found that half of
LGBTQ+ learners hear homophobic slurs such as “that’s so gay” or “you're so gay”
frequently or often in school. Although these phrases are sometimes aimed at individuals
who are actually, or are perceived to be, gay, they are more commonly used to imply that
something is bad or undesirable, with no conscious link to sexual orientation.

While often dismissed as harmless banter, the unchallenged use of “gay” to mean bad or
rubbish has a damaging effect on the self-esteem of LGBTQ+ young people and can also
affect learners who have LGBTQ+ friends, family members, or loved ones.

This reflects broader findings from Stonewall that 45% of LGBTQ+ learners, including
64% of trans learners, experience bullying specifically because of being LGBTQ+.

At Wallscourt Farm Academy, we are committed to celebrating diversity, promoting
acceptance, and ensuring that all learners feel safe, valued, and respected. We challenge all
forms of homophobic language and views. All staff have received training on how to
address homophobic language, and learners understand that it will not be tolerated.
Families will always be informed if their child uses such language.

We also address these issues through our Personal Development curriculum including
through whole-school gatherings, No Outsiders texts, Jigsaw lessons and Being a Citizen
lessons, helping all learners develop empathy, understanding, and respect for others.

If you would like further information about the texts we use, how we approach these topics
in an age-appropriate way, or how to continue open and supportive conversations at home,
please do come and speak to us.

Useful Contacts:

North Bristol Food Bank: 0117 472 5172

Nextlink Domestic Abuse support services: Call: 0800 4700 280 Text: 0740 789 5620 or
email: enquiries@nextlinkhousing.co.uk

Kooth: a free, safe and anonymous online mental health and wellbeing service for children
and young people (10-18)

YoungMinds: supporting children and young people’s mental health
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
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At Natlonal Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they fesi
Itis nesded. This gulde focuses on one of many lssuss which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of, Plaase visit www nationaloniinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for oduits.
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- Meet Our Expert

Shazia Sarwar-Azim is executive headteacher at a specialist
primary school and, os an emotional theropy coach, works with
school leaders to focus on the SEND, mental health and wellbeing
agendo. A passionate advocate for vuinerable leamers, Shazio is o
Fellow of the Chartered College of Teaching and the author of The
Raoinbow w‘m\lr\ a book whic! suppons chiidren with SEMH needs
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