Music development plan summary: Wallscourt Farm
Academy

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2025-26
Date this summary was published September 2025
Date this summary will be reviewed September 2026
Name of the school music lead Jamie Williams
Name of school leadership team member with Helen Rea
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Bristol Beacon
Name of other music education organisation(s)
(if partnership in place)

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three
areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and what
changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or
carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’
music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

Our music curriculum is rooted in the CLF Music Curriculum and aligned with the Model
Music Curriculum (March 2021). Each term, all year groups receive five hours of
dedicated music lessons, supplemented by weekly singing sessions and structured
listening and appraising activities. These include resources such as Minute of
Listening, ABRSM Classroom 200, and BBC Ten Pieces.

This academic year, we are trialling the new Oak National Academy music curriculum
and resources to further enrich our provision.

We hold a weekly whole-school singing gathering, where learners develop vocal
techniques and performance skills. These sessions include singing in parts and rounds,
and are designed to reinforce musical understanding of key elements. Singing is also
used to promote enjoyment, wellbeing, and preparation for special events.

Our music provision is further supported by the Bristol Beacon Music Hub, which enables
wider opportunities such as instrumental tuition and access to live performances. All




Year 3 learners receive whole-class music lessons, this year learners will be playing a
brass instrument.

Part B: Co-curricular music

From Year 3 onwards, learners are invited to join our school choir, which rehearses
weekly either after school or during lunchtime. Participation is free of charge. The choir
explores challenging repertoire, including harmony singing, and performs regularly at
school events. In addition, choir members take part in external performances through
Bristol Beacon, offering the exciting opportunity to sing on prestigious stages.

Every other year, learners in Years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to perform in a school
musical. Choir members in Years 3 and 4 are also invited to participate, broadening their
performance experience and fostering collaboration across year groups.

Weekly instrumental tuition is available to families for learners in Year 3 and above.
Currently, learners may choose to study guitar or piano through small group or individual
lessons. We plan to relaunch our brass ensemble this year following the departure of
previous members. To support this initiative and provide continuity for learners
progressing from WCET in Year 3, all Year 3 learners will begin learning a brass
instrument.

Bristol Beacon supports our provision by offering discounted lessons and free instrument
hire for learners in receipt of Pupil Premium and for refugee families. Additional discounts
are available for learners with an EHCP, and children in care are eligible for free lessons.
Wallscourt Farm Academy further subsidises the cost of music tuition for learners eligible
for free school meals, reducing fees by 50%.

We actively encourage learners who are studying a musical instrument to engage with
Bristol Beacon’s wider provision, including weekend, after-school, and holiday
ensembles such as Saturday music groups.

Part C: Musical experiences

Singing is at the heart of our school community. Each week, the whole school comes
together to sing—developing vocal techniques, learning to sing in parts and rounds, and
exploring a wide range of musical genres and composers. These singing gatherings also
prepare us for special occasions and festivals throughout the year.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), learners perform a musical nativity for their
families each year. Our Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 pupils take part in our annual
Harvest Festival and a festive ‘Winter Singalong’ for families. Year 2 learners also




participate in a city-wide Christmas singing event at the Spiegeltent, joining with other
schools to perform a selection of rehearsed songs.

Our school choir performs regularly for the whole school, with key performances at
Harvest, Chinese New Year, Christmas, and the summer fete. They also take part in at
least one massed singing event each year, held at the Bristol Beacon.

Year 3 learners have the opportunity to showcase their musical progress by performing
WCET pieces for their families. When possible, we collaborate with the local music hub
to enable pupils learning instruments to join massed ‘scratch orchestras,’ enriching their
ensemble experience.

We also maintain strong links with a local secondary school, attending matinee
performances of their musicals and productions, which helps to inspire and broaden our
learners’ appreciation of the performing arts.

Every other year, pupils in Years 5 and 6 have the opportunity to take part in our school
musical. Choir members from Years 3 and 4 are also invited to join, encouraging
collaboration across year groups and expanding their performance experience.

In the future

There are a number of areas we are keen to explore further, which reflect our ongoing
commitment to enriching our musical provision and broadening opportunities for all
learners.

« Enabling learners who are learning musical instruments to perform pieces
during entry and exit at school gatherings.

« Developing a Key Stage 1 choir to nurture early vocal skills and confidence.

« Relaunching the Brass Ensemble as an after-school club to broaden
instrumental opportunities.

e Increasing opportunities for pupils to experience live music, both in school and
at external venues. This may include strengthening our partnership with local
secondary schools, inviting their pupils and bands to perform at WFA.

e Introducing opportunities for pupils to engage with music technology as part of
their creative learning.

e Continuing to invest in and expand our collection of musical instruments and
resources.




